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of Hari, and befitting.1 Just as the creeping
(roots) and new tender shoots of trees increase
in the pouring rain and shrivel up in the sun^s
(hot) rays, so too the new shoots of the tree of
devotion grow through the talk of a devotee
and wither up from even a little of a non-
devotee's conversation. Therefore the wise8
always talks (only) with a devotee. (2:2: 2-5)

The devotee who has even once tasted the sweet-
ness of a contact with the Personal Lord can never for
a moment dream of desiring mere ' Liberation'; his
one all-absorbing desire is to serve God, to enjoy His
sweet company and friendship, to surrender to Him all
the heart and life. Such all-absorbing devotion to God
comes also from the company of a saint,( for God is not
other than His saints'; in this is found all joy, all
beauty, all delight; and for this reason God's lover
always seeks the company of His saints, so that from
their talk, example, very atmosphere, he may imbibe a
little more of the Divine Fire. So precious is this
' satsang' that the wise devotee may even sacrifice his
invaluable time for prayer in order to spend that time
in the company of God's loving children, knowing that
this will draw him nearer to God more quickly than any
mere isolated worship in his own room.

28. The Power of God's Name

1. As soon as he takes the Mantra a man
(becomes) like Narayana3 (and) effortlessly

1 or : beautiful [s^ub^d),

2 Skt: panditah.

?- Narayana is one of the favourite Names of God, for it recalls
His * human* personality (nara == man),